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“To promote safety, protect the 
environment and conserve 

resources offshore through vigorous 
regulatory oversight and 

enforcement.” 

 

 

BSEE Overview and 

Safety Alert 322 – Helideck Hazards 
 



“BSEE works to promote safety and efficiency, 

protect the  environment and conserve resources 

offshore through vigorous regulatory oversight and 

enforcement. 

 

Aviation plays an important role in being able to 

accomplish that objective” 

 

Mission Statement 



BSEE Operations 

Alaska OCS Region 
       (Anchorage, AK) 
            

 

Pacific OCS Region 
        (Camarillo, CA) 
 

   

Gulf of Mexico OCS Region 
 (New Orleans, LA) 
 
  

       Headquarters 

(Washington, DC &  Sterling, VA )               
 

Ohmsett  
Test Facility 
(Leonardo, NJ) 

                 



Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC), Fatal Injuries in Offshore Oil & Gas 

Operations –U.S., 2003-2010 

 Transportation to and from offshore facilities was the 

leading cause of death for offshore oil & gas workers 

during 2003-2010. 

 Specifically, "75% of [fatal] transportation events were 

associated with helicopters (49 fatalities).  

Accidents Happen: 



The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) works to promote safety, protect the 

environment, and conserve resources offshore through vigorous regulatory oversight and enforcement. 

https://www.bsee.gov/guidance-and-regulations/guidance/safety-alerts 



SAFECOM 16-0503 

https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20606
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20606
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20606


SAFECOM 16-0604 

https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20708
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20708
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20708


Missing section of helideck skirting. 

  The retaining bars have been bent downward and secured with rope. 

Also, notice how the color of the damaged skirting blends with the background.   

SAFECOM 16-0734 

https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840


These bars were approximately 3 feet from the tail rotor.   

SAFECOM 16-0734 

https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840


This bar was originally found bent upwards approximately 8 

inches from the tail rotor.  It was bent down prior to take off 

SAFECOM 16-0734 

https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=20840


Hazard Reporting Success  





Aviation Challenges 

 Risk Tolerance  (Seduced by Success)  
 BSEE 41+ years of accident free aircraft operations 

 
Confidence in Vendor  

+ 

Lack of Accidents   

+ 

Competing Priorities 

= 

Tolerance of inherent hazards and resistance to change     
(seeing risks as normal) 



Tolerance for Risk 

 The Challenge is to maintain alertness at all 

levels of BSEE and our vendors. 
 

  What BSEE’s doing: 

• Focus on reporting and investigation of minor events 

• Daily feedback up and down the chain of command 

• Entire senior leadership team from the Director on 

down reviews new SAFECOMs as the are received 



 Involvement of vendors and BSEE 

• District-level weekly safety briefings led by vendor pilots 

• Regional-level monthly Operations and Safety meetings  

(BSEE and vendor managers and operational personnel) 

• Annual review of BSEE aviation incidents at Inspector’s 

Workshop (all BSEE managers and inspectors). 



 


