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Agenda
• National ADS-B Program Update
• ADS-B Avionics Equipage Rule
• Significant Events since Last HSAC in May 2018
• Current Installation Projects
• AIC Decisions/Feedback
• FAA coverage/needs

2October 17, 2018 Helicopter Safety Advisory 
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National ADS-B Program Update
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• Lake Charles Terminal Approach Control – ADS-B Initial Operating Capability 
June 2018
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ADS-B Avionics Equipage Rule – Jan 2020
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Link v1 ADS-B (DO-260A) equipped aircraft under FAA LOA expires 31 Dec 2019; FAA will 
discontinue ATC services for Link v1 aircraft on 1 Jan  2020
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Significant Events Since Last HSAC 
in May 2018
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• MC 650 ADS-B and VHF comm installation / commissioning
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• GC 19 AWOS installation / commissioning

• SP 89E-B AWOS installation
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Significant Events Since Last HSAC 
in May 2018 (cont’d)
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• Decommissioned and re-commissioned AWOS at 
Green Canyon 338 to accommodate high priority 
platform project
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Significant Events Since Last HSAC 
in May 2018 (cont’d)
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• Operator feedback on Sabine Pass (SA) 13B 
AWOS
• FAA requested operator feedback on the need to 

retain the SA 13B AWOS—non-response was 
treated as concurrence with the FAA proposal to 
decommission and relocate

• Four (4) helicopter operators responded (Bristow, 
Era Helicopters, PHI, Westwind)…recommended 
retaining the AWOS

• FAA proposal withdrawn—will maintain 
AWOS until SA 13B P&A 
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Significant Events Since Last HSAC 
in May 2018 (cont’d)
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• ADS-B, AWOS, and VHF comm 
decommissioned at EC 278B

• Notification of shut-in at Eugene Island 215B 
with ADS-B, AWOS, and VHF comm
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Current FAA Projects
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• Ship Shoal 354 AWOS decommissioning and removal –
Nov 2018

• South Pass 89E-B AWOS commissioning – Nov 2019
• Mustang Island A85A ADS-B decommissioning – Dec 

2018
• Ship Shoal 241 ADS-B and AWOS installation – Jan 

2019
• East Cameron 321A ADS-B, AWOS and VHF comm 

installation – Jun 2019
• Garden Banks 72A VHF comm installation – Dec 2019
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AIC Decisions / Feedback
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• Decision to install AWOS at MC 547
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AIC Decisions / Feedback

12October 17, 2018 Helicopter Safety Advisory 
Conference (HSAC)

• AIC feedback on Mustang Island A85A 
platform AWOS
– AIC concurred with relocating ADS-B in May 2018
– ADS-B to be decommissioned Dec 2018

• FAA proposal: 
decommission 
and relocate 
AWOS when the 
ADS-B is removed 
in 2019
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AIC Decisions / Feedback
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• AIC feedback on 
AWOS unreliable 
winds
– How important is AWOS 

wind reliability?  Platform 
obstructions significantly 
impact reliability of 
sensor information

– Relocating a wind 
sensor would require 
platform owner help and 
FAA investments
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FAA Coverage Needs
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• AWOS
– Mississippi Canyon 720 area 
– Walker Ridge 20 area
– Keathley Canyon area

• ADS-B 
– Garden Banks 775 area 
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FAA Gulf of Mexico Core Team
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Allan Overbey: Surveillance and Broadcast Services (SBS) Gulf In-
Service Management (ISM) Project Lead adoverbey@gems-inc.com

Roseanne Albrecht: SBS Gulf ISM Agreement Management Lead
ralbrecht@gems-inc.com

Rhonda Carraway: SBS Gulf ISM Transportation Management and 
Tactical O&M Lead rhonda@gems-inc.com

Bob Herak: SBS Gulf ISM Operations and Strategic Management Lead
bherak@regulus-group.com

Ken Jones: SBS Gulf ISM Implementation Lead
Kenneth.M.Jones@bluemountainaero.com
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Back up
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Current AWOS Coverage with
Privately Owned Stations 
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