
Aerial Observation Committee

May 18, 2022 In Person

and via Zoom

Winston Seiler

(661) 333-6036

winston@kcsiaerialpatrol.com



Agenda
1230 Anti-Trust Statement, Introductions, and Overview Winston Seiler
1245 Recap on Previous Meeting and Action Items Winston Seiler
1300 American Clean Power Association – Wind Turbines Tom Vinson
1345 Accidents and Incidents Tom Buchner

Cessna 206 Pipeline Fatality – Review and Discussion All
Tower Impact Fatalities All
Birdstrike Prevention and Mitigation All

1445 Leading Indicators and Hazard Reporting/Hazard Shares Winston Seiler
1500 RP Updates
1515 Other Topics of Interest and Future Topics of Interest All



“HSAC participants only share Safety information. We 
never discuss commercially advantaged info, competitive 
cost, production, market analysis, or other competitive 

trade sensitive data of any kind”







Recap from Past Meeting
Spidertracks Discussion Randy Langefeld

SMS Software: FltPlan.com Marshall Cox

Accidents and Incidents Tom Buchner

Tower Fatalities – Preventive Measures All

Leading Indicators and Hazard Reporting Winston Seiler

Hazard Shares All

IOGP 590 à 690 All

Other Topics of Interest and Future Topics of Interest All



Tom Vinson

VP, Policy and Regulatory Affairs
American Clean Power

(202) 384.7129; tvinson@cleanpower.org
www.cleanpower.org

mailto:tvinson@cleanpower.org


• Hazardous Liquid (Oil) and Gas Pipelines extend over 2.7 million linear 
miles in the United States and are considered critical energy 
infrastructure. 

• Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and 
United States Department of Transportation (“DOT”) require regular patrol 
and inspection of these pipelines and associated right-of-ways (e.g., 49 
CFR § 195.412 requires inspection of hazardous liquids pipeline right-of-
ways.

• The bulk of these patrols are accomplished by manned aircraft inspecting 
the pipeline right-of-ways at low flight altitude.

• Over the past several years pipeline patrol operators have noted a 
significant increase in the abundance, height, and size of wind turbines  --
in some cases causing a flight hazard or patrols to be flown higher than 
specified by pipeline operators for an effective patrol.

• The combination of low ceilings with the presence of wind turbines has 
already prevented the aerial patrol of a right-of-way within the DOT 
required inspection interval. 



1. That the National Pipeline Mapping System (www.npms.gov) be consulted prior to all 

wind turbine and other tall structures approvals (structures above 200 ft. AGL);

2. That a minimum of 3000 ft lateral offset to the pipeline be provided from the nearest 

point of the turbine blade or tall structure;

3. That whenever possible, turbines or other tall structures be placed on only one side of a 

pipeline right-of-way if required to be within 3000 ft. laterally.

http://www.npms.gov/




Cessna 206 Fatality

http://www.kathrynsreport.com/2022/04/cessna-tu206f-turbo-stationair-n858ja.html













Wind 240 @ 15 

kts

Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 15 knots / , 240°
Runway: 17, 3021 ft x 50 ft



Discussion:
Go Around Proficiency
Aircraft Familiarization
Stabilized Approach

Was airport familiar to pilots?
Personal minimums of the pilots?



Tower Impact Fatalities
Discussion:
Should we draft an RP for Tower Hazard Recognition and Risk 

Mitigation?

Discussion Notes from 1/2022:
Situational Awareness

Foreflight Hazard Advisor

Minimum Altitude and Distance Separation in Ops Procedures

Fly Patrols the same way every flight

Can Spidertracks be used to evaluate hazard?  Manual Geofencing around Towers is available.

Hazards being briefed prior to the flight.

Brief how you are going around or above a tower as they are approaching the tower.

Drop Waypoints of new hazards along lines…these can be shared within the organization.  (Non charted hazard database)

Deadhead minimum altitudes as per the ops manual

Minimum altitudes in the patrol reporting form…lack of attention during deadhead flights

Radar Altimeter (are GA versions affected by 5G?)

Look at obstacles hit, and determine single pilot vs. dual crew and familiarization with the area...how often had the crew flown

the line or in the area?  What was the weather during the incident – Clear, overcast and/or gray?



Birdstrike Prevention and Mitigation





RP Updates
Revisions For Approval:
2006-02 Preferred Equipment Fit (Added ADS-B)
2006-03 Captain Minimums (Added reference to Ab Initio Training)
2009-01 Pilot/Observer Training (Removed Links, Minor Text Editing)

For Review with Revisions Recommended by Group:
2006-01 Preferred Maintenance Guidelines
2008-01 Flight Following
2013-01 Fatigue Management

Do Tower Hazards merit an RP? - Yes



Leading Indicators/Hazard Shares



Other Topics for Current 
Discussion and Future Topics of 

Interest/Guest Speakers

Winston Seiler
(661) 333-6036

winston@kcsiaerialpatrol.com



Other and Future Topics
• Next Meeting in person or virtual for Aerial Patrol Group?

• Other Discussion Topics for the Current Meeting

• Any participants to be added to distribution list?

• General Meeting Information for tomorrow

Winston Seiler

(661) 333-6036

winston@kcsiaerialpatrol.com



Aerial Observation Committee
Winston Seiler
(661) 333-6036

winston@kcsiaerialpatrol.com

American Clean Power Association – Wind Turbines

Accidents and Incidents
Cessna 206 Pipeline Fatality – Review and Discussion
Tower Impact Fatalities

Birdstrike Prevention and Mitigation

RP Updates



\ American Clean Power Association – Wind Turbines
Tom Vinson and Hilary Clark, American Clean Power
• New wind turbines are increasingly over 500 ft tall
• Planning and permitting is performed on the state and local level
• There is some flexibility in where turbines can be placed, but placement is 

determined by numerous factors – wind, land ownership, setbacks, population 
density, geology, etc.

• 25 developers do 95% of the work
• Recommend information sharing briefing to be distributed to trade association 

members for awareness to encourage voluntary guidelines

• Summary materials will be created by HSAC Aerial Observation Committee and 
shared with American Clean Power Association, including availability for 
presentation.



\ Accidents and Incidents
Cessna 206 Pipeline Fatality
Bounce on landing, failed go around and response, results in dual fatality.
Relatively low time pilots, 15kt crosswind, narrow runway’
Currently Preliminary NTSB report, much more to be learned.
• Stabilized Approach
• Go Around Proficiency
• Aircraft and Airport Familiarization
• Personal minimums

Tower Impact Fatalities in 2021
Drafting RP for Obstacle Hazard Avoidance:  Hazard assessment, pre-flight hazard 
briefing, hazard advisor, minimum separation, consistently flown route, training 
procedures, communication between crew



Birdstrike Prevention and Mitigation
Pulse lights are most effective
Anecdotally like bulk of birdstrikes occur during maneuvering
Consensus is not to take drastic maneuvers to avoid

Updates and Revisions of RPs 
2006-02 Preferred Equipment Fit (Added ADS-B)
2006-03 Captain Minimums (Added reference to Ab Initio Training)
2009-01 Pilot/Observer Training (Removed Links, Minor Text Editing)

For Further Review with Revisions Recommended by Group
2006-01 Preferred Maintenance Guidelines
2008-01 Flight Following
2013-01 Fatigue Management

Future Meeting Topics
NASA ASRS Reporting Team; ATC regarding pipeline coordination, LOA, etc.


